
Many containers have a ridge at the top 
and near the bottom. 

When designing your labels, you will need to consider 
the accuracy of these ridges, which in our experience 
can vary by as much as 2.5mm.

The accuracy is determined by shrinkage in material, 
the manufacturing processes and age of the moulds.

For best practice, keep the top and the bottom of your 
label away from these ridges by 3mm either side.

Cans have issues usually caused in transportation 
or in the manufacturing process.

We also advise that you design your labels to be 3mm 
away from both the top and bottom of any ridge or 
change in the surface diameter.

Containers and Jars

Cans

Glass

Glass bottles are imperfect and even minor  
imperfections will cause visible issues in labels.

For most glass bottles, jars and containers, a full wrap 
around label is likely to have wrinkles, bubbles or will 
not meet up perfectly at the ends, unless the glass 
quality is exceptional.

We recommend a front and back label for all glass 
containers, but we are happy to test your glass quality 
in-house if you want a full wrap around label.

General Recommendations

• When designing your labels, look at what your industry normally does. 
For example, wine bottles usually have front and back labels due to glass quality.

• Design for the worst possible conditions, such as a bad pallet of containers, to ensure you have the easiest labelling experience.

• If you are unsure about your container, don’t hesitate to ask for our advice. In our 30 years of manufacturing labelling machines 
we have plenty of tips and tricks up our sleeves that we’re happy to share.

Designing labels to suit your products

No matter which labelling machine you use, it is important to make sure your labels will be suitable for the container, jar, can, bottle, 
tube or round object you want to apply labels to.

Please read our guidelines below so you can design labels that will best fit your products.




